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TRAWDEN  fe 


^rban  district  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  for  your  consideration  my 
seventh  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1909,  which  in  some  respects 
compares  favourably  with  the  report  for  1908,  and  in  other  respects 
is  not  so  satisfactory. 

The  Death  Rate  is  lower  than  that  for  1908,  and  stands  at 
about  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  greatest  mortality  was  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  notice¬ 
ably  in  March  and  April  ;  in  fact  more  deaths  took  place  in  the  first 
four  months  of  the  year  than  in  all  the  remaining  months  put  together 
d'he  lowest  mortality  was  in  the  months  of  June,  September  and  Dec¬ 
ember.  one  death  being  recorded  for  each  month  respectively. 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate  is  high,  higher  than  in  1908,  and 
higher  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  number  of  infant 
deaths  has  been  increased  by  certain  unfortunate  causes  over  which  the 
Health  Authorities  have- no  control. 
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The  Birth  Rate  is  high,  although  not  so  high  as  in  jqo8,  it 
is  higher  tlnin  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  Estimated  Population  for  1909  was  2950.  'I'here  were 
773  i’nhabited  houses,  an  increase  of  40  since  1908. 

The  average  number  of  inhabitants  was  slightly  under  four. 

There  is  no  overcrowding.  'Fhe  houses  are  clean  and  comfortable, 
and  taken  all  together,  even  the  oldest  properties  are  fine  examples  of 
working-class  homes.  The  tenants  take  a  pride  in  keeping  their  homes 
tidv  and  comfortable.  There  is  plenty  of  air  space. 

Forty-six  Deaths  were  registered,  a  decrease  of  four  on  the 
number  registered  in  1908.  This  number  is  above  the  average  for  the 
past  ten  years.  Five  of  the  deaths  have  been  in  persons  over  70  years 
of  age. 


There  were  23  deaths  of  males  and  23  of  females.  This  in  a 
population  of  2950  gives  a  Death-rate  of  15*5  which  is  about  equal  to 
the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

I  again  have  pleasure  in  noting  the  satisfactory  Birth-rate- 
Although  fewer  births  were  registered  than  in  1908,  the  average  is 
higher  than  for  the  past  ten  years,  in  fact,  but  for  the  exception  of  19.8, 
the  number  of  births  is  higher  than  in  any  of  the  past  ten  years. 

Th  ere  were  78  births  registered^  40  males  and  38  females. 
This  gives  a  Birth-rate  of  26*4  per  1000  inhabitants,  an  increase  on 
the  average  of  the  past  ten  years. 


There  were  no  illegitimate  births  registered. 
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I'liere  were  seven  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  a 
decrease  of  four  on  the  number  in  1908.  There  was  one  case  of  Mem¬ 
braneous  Croup,  one  of  Puerperal  Fever,  and  five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
d'here  were  three  cases  of  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases* 

In  June  I  ascertained  three  cases  of  Measles.  The  greatest  care 
was  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  I  am  glad  to 
state  that  no  further  cases  occurred,  and  trust  that  in  the  future  I  may 
again  have  early  warning  of  any  cases  that  may  occur,  and  thus  be  able 
to  prevent  tlie  disease  spreading  If  once  allowed  to  assume  the  pro¬ 
portions  of  an  epidemic,  it  is  excecdingb'  difficult  to  check  it.  Although 
thought  lightly  of.  .Aleasles  is  a  most  dangerous  disease,  attended  with  a 
high  mortality  owing  to  its  various  complications,  such  as  Pneumonia 
and  Bronchitis,  which  often  follow. 

I  here  give  a  tabulation  of  the  Zymotic  diseases  notified  and 
the  ages  at  which  they  occurred. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1909. 
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The  Zymotic  Rate  per  looo  of  the  population  is  2’3. 


'I'he  Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  looo  of  the  population  is  '3. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  call  attention  to  a  low  Infant  Death  Rate- 
Out  of  78  births  registered  1  2  infants  died.  I'his  gives  an  Infant  Death 
Rate  of  153*8  per  1000  births  registered,  which  is  unsatisfactory.  I 
wish,  however,  to  point  out  that  this  rate  does  not  fairly  represent  the 
Infant  Mortality.  Six  infants  had  no  chance  of  surviving  to  the  first  year 
of  life.  I'hree  were  prematurely  born,  and  died  aged  10  hours,  14  days 
and  30  days  respectively.  Three  others  suffered  from  debility  from 
birth,  two  of  which  died  l)efore  they  were  a  week  old.  One  child  was 
born  suffering  from  malformation,  and  died  when  18  days  old.  The 
remaining  cases  were  due  to  the  usual  causes  of  infant  death,  such  as 
Diarrhoea,  Bronchitis  and  I'eething. 

Thus  the  apparently  high  rate  would  have  been  low  and  satisfactory 
but  for  these  unfortunate  cases.  In  my  report  for  1908  I  pointed  out  the 
usual  causes  of  Infantile  Mortality,  and  how  it  might  be  avoided. 

I  here  give  a  table  showing  the  deaths  and  the  Death  Rates  for 
the  past  ten  years. 
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BIRTHS. 

DEA'l'HS  OF  INFANTS 

under  i  year  of  age. 

Number 

Rate  per  i  ,000 
population 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
births  registered. 

1899 

62 

24’5 

15 

241  * 

1 900 

69 

26*93 

12 

174- 

1901 

58 

2 1  *96 

8 

137' 

1 902 

58 

2  I  *2 

5 

86* 

1903 

75 

27’3 

4 

537 

1904 

73 

26*2 

'7 

232*8 

19*^5 

70 

25‘ 

6 

85'4 

1906 

73 

257 

8 

I  09* 

1907 

69 

24' 

8 

1 1 6* 

1 908 

87 

29-9 

8 

92* 

Aver,  for  yrs. 
1899  ‘9°^ 

69*4 

25*2 

9 

I  32*6 

1909 

78 

26'4 

1 2 

'53'8 

CAUSE  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 
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I  here  give  tables  showing  the  ages  at  and  causes  of  Infant 
deaths  and  also  the  months  in  which  they  occurred. 
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THE  CAUSE  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AND  THE  MONTH  WHEN  REGISTERED. 

This  table  shows  the  cause  of  all  Infant  Deaths  and  the  months  of  the  year  in  which  they  occured. 
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Disease. 

Premature  Birth . 

Debility  from  Birth  . 

Dentition  . . 

Bronchitis  . 

Congenital  Defects  . 

Diarrhoea  . 

All  Other  Causes  . 

Totals . 

I'here  were  seven  deaths  from  Respiratory  Disease,  giving  a 
Respiratory  Death  Rate  of  2-3  per  1000  of  the  population. 

'I'here  were  five  deaths  from  Phthisis,  an  increase  of  2  on  iqo8 
at  the  ages  of  15,  18,  29,  37  and  63  years  respectively,  giving  a  Phthisis 
Death  Rate  i’6  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death  from 
all  diseases  for  the  district. 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1909. 
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The  number  of  deaths  in  tlie  ist  year  was  ...  12 

Between  i  year  and  under  5  years  ...  ...  3 

From  5  years  and  under  15  years  ...  ...  i 

From  15  years  and  under  25  years  ...  ...  3 

From  25  years  and  under  65  years  ...  ...  21 

From  65  years  and  upwards  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  46 

The  average  age  at  death  was  32  years* 

The  greatest  age  at  death  was  77  years. 


The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  death  at  all  ages,  and 
the  numbers  registered  each  month. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES,  AND  NUMBER  REGISTERED  EACH  MONTH. 
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House  Refuse*  The  removal  of  refuse  is  satisfactorily  performed. 
Disused  quarries  are  made  use  of  as  depositing  places. 

Water  Supply*  There  is  an  unfailing  supply  of  pure  water. 

These  remarks  apply  to  the  village  and  cottage  houses,  but  there  are 

several  farm  houses  urgently  requiring  a  proper  water  system.  In  all 

cases  water  is  fairly  near  to  the  farms,  but  it  is  not  brought  in  pipes  up 

to  the  houses,  and  has  to  find  its  way  by  draining  along  imperfect 

channels  and  at  times  soaking  over  fields,  thereby  being  contaminated 

both  from  meadows  by  tillage  and  from  pastures  by  cattle.  In  some 

cases  the  lower  farms  have  their  water  contaminated  by  slop  water  from 

the  higher  farms.  Indeed  it  might  easily  iiappen  that  the  water  may  be 

tainted  by  night  soil  from  the  higher  standing  farms.  Of  course  this  is 

a  most  dangerous  and  insanitary  state  of  things,  both  for  the  tenants  of 

the  farms  and  their  families,  and  for  the  health  of  the  cattle,  whilst  the 

butter  and  milk  are  likely  to  be  tainted  and  the  public  at  large  must 
suffer. 


I  trust  that  the  Council  will  take  the  usual  mensures  to  ensure  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  fanners  whose  water  supply  is  inadequate  and 
unsatisfactory,  and  to  safeguard  the  public  health. 

The  farms  which  require  most  urgent  reform  are  IMiddle  and 
Lower  Beardshaw'  Head,  Germany,  Little  Laithe,  New  Laithe,  Great 
Hill  and  Rough. 

Slaughter  Houses*  All  in  good  condition.  No  unsound  meat. 
No  complaints. 

Bake  Houses.  'I'hree.  All  in  good  condition. 

Dairies*  None. 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — I  am  pleased  to  state  that  there  is  a 
notable  improvement  since  1908.  Several  of  the  farms  whose  condition 
for  years  past  I  have  complained  of  are  now  improved  and  in  a  sanitary 
state.  Previous  to  1909  their  manure  steads  were  uncovered,  they  were 
not  properly  walled  in,  and  liquid  manure  was  allowed  to  run  away  and 
soak  towards  and  into  the  village,  causing  a  dirty  evil  smelling  condition 


of  things.  This  is  now  done  away  witli,  I'he  owners  have  rectified  the 
deficiencies,  thereby  improving  the  village  and  their  own  prof^oerty. 

There  still  remain  some  isolated  farm  houses  whose  manure 
steads  are  not  covered  or  properly  walled  in.  ddieir  condition  does  not 
call  for  urgent  reform,  but  there  are  still  others  close  to  the  road  whose 
manure  steads  are  in  a  very  bad  condition.  The  liquid  manure  at  all 
times,  but  especially  in  wet  weather  escapes  into  the  road  and  contam¬ 
inates  the  brook  water  close  by.  Urgent  reform  is  needed  in  these 
farms,  and  I  hope  from  time  to  time  to  report  improvement,  and  strongly 
advise  the  Council  to  take  the  customary  measures  to  enforce  cleanliness 
and  sanitation. 

In  the  majority  of  the  farms  the  greatest  care  is  taken  in  the 
collection  of  milk  and  making  of  butter.  The  cattle  are  well  housed, 
clean  and  well  cared  for. 

Lodging  Houses* — None. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  a  still 
further  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  factories,  but  there 
is  still  room  for  improvement. 

No  more  water  closets  have  been  made.  In  one  of  the  factories 
this  is  necessary.  With  the  abundant  water  supply  it  would  be  an 
easy  matter.  The  Sanitary  In.spector  makes  monthly  visits  and  reports 
the  condition  of  the  factories  as  good.  The  mills  are  kept  clean  and 
periodically  whitewashed,  and  are  well  ventilated. 

The  Workshops  are  all  in  good  order. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases — Fumigation, 
Disinfection,  General  Cleanliness,  and  as  far  as  possible,  Isolation. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Corporation  of  Burnley 
to  send  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  to  the  Burnley 
Sanatorium.  I'his  will  be  a  matter  of  considerable  convenience  when 
cases  are  met  with  when  proper  nursing  cannot  be  had,  or  when  the 
surroundings  and  circumstances  are  such  that  there  is  a  danger  of  exten¬ 
sion  of  infectious  deseases. 
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Arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  the  Nelson  Corporation 
for  the  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing  in  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  where  the  proper  opportunities  at  home  are  l.'icking. 

Scavenging, — Done  by  employees  of  the  Council. 

Sewage. — The  Sewage  Works  are  in  good  order  and  working- 

well. 


House  Accommodation. — Very  good.  No  overcrowding,  and 
in  sanitary  condition. 

NUISANCES  * — Mr.  'halham  reports  that  he  personal Iv  drew 
attention  to  ii  nuisances,  which  were  at  oiice  rectified.  Another 
nuisance  w'as  reclified  after  he  drew  attention  to  it  by  letter.  One  nuis¬ 
ance  to  winch  he  drew'  attention  has  not  vet  been  abatetl. 
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In  the  district  there  are  608  closets  on  the  following  systems. 


Pail  Closets 
Waste  Water  Closets... 
Clean  Water  Closets  ... 
Tanks  or  Middens  ... 


334 
20  1 

52 

2  I 

6o8 


They  are  in  fair  condition. 

There  are  342  ashpits  in  the  district. 

Appended  are  Vital  Statistics  for  1909,  and  previous  years. 

In  conclusion, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


Craven  House,  Colne, 
March  6th,  1910. 


GEORGE  SKEEN. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  1909  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Ykak. 

Population 
eslinialed  to 
middle  of 
each  year. 

Bii  ths 
Registered. 

Deaths 
at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under 
one  vear. 

1899 

2545 

62 

x-- 

1 

15 

1 900 

2565 

69 

39 

I  2 

1901 

2641 

34 

8 

1 902 

2727 

58 

32 

5 

1903 

2750 

75 

34 

4 

1904 

2780 

73 

57 

n 

1905 

2800 

70 

30 

6 

1906 

2840 

73 

34 

8 

1907 

2880 

69 

54 

8 

1 908 

2910 

00 

50 
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Averages  of  years  1 
1899  to  1908  1 

2743 

69 

4J 

9 

1909 

2950 

78 

46 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1909  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Rates  in  Columns  4,  8  and  lO  calculated  per  thousaud  of  estimated  population. 


